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President’s Message  
Wendy Hoffman, National President 
 
As we enter the last quarter of our current fiscal year, the pace has done 
anything but slow down.  Convention plans are moving ahead quickly and the 
initial block of rooms is already booked and we have moved into a second 
block.  

 
While I understand some chapters have struggled with the annual reporting, for the most part we made the 
little nudge that was needed and the chapters have really come through.  Kudos to all of you.  Once the 
remaining results of the annual report have been tabulated, we will be able to share the information,  and 
explain the importance of the annual reporting.  IRS laws are changing and it affects us at the chapter level 
rather than National and I will be addressing this shortly in a letter to the officers.  For now, though, I wish to 
describe the weathered, emotional, moving, patriotic, heart warming, loving week I recently spent at our 
nation’s capitol. 
 
Memorial Week in DC 
 
On May 26th I traveled to Washington DC for what would be the beginning of a whirlwind week as 

representative of Blue Star Mothers everywhere.  The following morning I 
attended the Gold Star Wives Congressional reception in the Congressional 
Atrium.  This was a well attended event and a welcome respite from the soaring 
temperatures outside.  Admiral and Deborah Mullen each spoke at the event. 
 
On the afternoon of the same day I met with A DC lawyer I have been speaking 
with in an attempt to reestablish our presence in DC and to discuss possible 
options for growth and management as Blue Star Mothers of America moves 
into the 21st century. 
 
May 28th was an early reception and ceremony at HUD.  I attended this with Pat 
Soler who had arrived in DC in time for breakfast, as my guest.  The ceremony 

included speakers who shared information of plans in the works to help with the homeless Veterans concerns 
alongside the other ministries and the VA in combating this problem. The afternoon was spent working at the 
hotel trying to catch up on organizational emails. Patriotic Instructor, Lin McGee had arrived in the morning with 
Pat and Historian, Jo Weaver was delayed on her flight. 
 
That evening Pat, Lin and I walked to the Vietnam Memorial to attend the candlelight vigil.  The rain started just 
after we passed the White House and continued throughout the evening – and the vigil.  We met up with 
members from North Carolina, Ohio and Virginia and participated in the candlelight vigil and then watched the 
ceremonies of the Gold Star mothers passing the torch.   
 
With clothes still wet from the evening before. we started Saturday morning heading different directions.  Lin 
and Joretta headed to Arlington for rehearsal at the amphitheater and Pat and I went to the Carry the Flame 
ceremony at the WWll memorial.  At this ceremony we stood in front of each pillar reading aloud the names of 
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the OIF and OEF fallen warriors for that state.  I was honored to read the names for Colorado, Wyoming and 
Nevada.  The flame was passed around as we said a prayer for the fallen.  Anita Wagner, Gaye Beatt and 
other Blue and Gold Star mothers also took part in this ceremony. One of the Gold Star Mothers that was 
present and reading with us, Irene Franklin, was in her 90s.  
 
After the ceremony at the WWll Memorial we were fortunate to be on the welcoming end of two honor flight bus 
arrivals.  As the busses unloaded, we greeted some of the WWll veterans that had come to see the memorial 
built in their honor.  We then visited the Korean Memorial before heading back to the hotel and answering 
many more emails. 

 
On Sunday May 30th, we greeted Rolling Thunder as they rode down 
Constitution Avenue, then made our way to the Lincoln Memorial to listen 
to the speeches and attend the demonstration in support of POW-MIA.  
The rain of Friday evening was long gone and the heat and humidity made 
for a sweltering, exhausting day.  At the demonstration we bumped into 
Kim Waldron of the NOVA chapter along with an associate and their 
husbands dressed in civil war costume.  They proudly displayed their blue 
stars on a card at the corner of their flag and had it not been for that, I 
would not have recognized Kim.   It was late afternoon when we finally 
made our way back to the hotel.  Jo and Pat called it a day while Lin and I 

went back down to the Memorial Day concert on the Congressional West Lawn.  
 
Monday morning was the National Ceremony at Arlington.  We had made arrangements with a member for 
rides to all of our activities of the day but a last minute cancellation altered our plans a little.  We went together 
to the Old Admin parking lot at Arlington cemetery by cab and boarded our designated busses that would 
transport us over to the amphitheater.    Patsy Varnell had arrived at the hotel late the evening before and we 
caught up with her at the amphitheater.   
 
Lin and Jo did a wonderful job representing us in the parade of flags in the overpowering heat.  Pat made her 

way in to our box seat in the amphitheater and I stayed outside under a tree that 
provided little shade with the other VSO leaders as we waited until the last 
possible moment to make our way into the heat of the sun on the marble steps. 
There we watched as Vice President Joe Biden presented a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier.  We then made our way into the equally hot box seats in the 
amphitheater for the remainder of the Memorial Day ceremony and the speech of 
the Vice President in honor of our fallen and also those still in service and our 
veterans.   
 
At the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, we watched the changing of the guard as we 
waited with our wreath with the many other organization officers. Pat Soler 

assisted me in laying a wreath on behalf of Blue Star Mothers of America.  The florist had obtained a copy of 
our logo from Jennie and created a laminated insert with our logo for the center of the wreath. 
 
From the amphitheater Pat and I left Lin and Jo behind and hurried off to our next event.  We managed to 
catch the actual tour bus back to the visitor center and enjoyed the verbal explanations and information despite 
the heat.  Then in an extremely crowded metro station we made our way into a sardine like standing room only 
car and headed to the corner of Constitution and 7th where we were to attend a luncheon and take a seat in the 
reviewing stand for the Memorial Day Parade.  We made it to our seats just moments before the opening 
ceremony started and then watched a long, long parade.   
 
At 3 o’clock everything stopped for the National Moment of Remembrance.   After a duet of taps the parade 
resumed and continued on until just after 4 pm.  The ceremony at the Women in Service to America Memorial 
was to begin at 4, as was the reception at the Navy Memorial.  I was pleased Joretta and Lin were able to 
make their way back to Arlington and present our wreath honorably at WIMSA while Pat and I went to the 
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Memorial.  While there we networked extensively once we had experienced the interior air long enough to get 
cooled and cleaned.   
 
While exhausting and emotional the entire week was one of great tribute to our military heroes, especially 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.  I was very proud to be of service to our Blue Star Mothers and to 
represent you in all that I did. 

 

 
 
Chaplain's Report   
Jean Burlingame  
Past National President  
National Chaplain  
 
During May, I sadly recorded the names of 57 Fallen Heroes and Veterans at home and abroad. All will be 
remembered at the annual memorial service during the 2010 National Convention. 
 
I represented all Blue Star Mothers, across our nation, by sending 10 cards, placing 281 flags on the graves of 
our Fallen, participating in 3 parades and placing wreaths at 4 Memorial Day Ceremonies. I was honored to 
deliver the opening & closing prayers at the Memorial Day ceremony in my hometown. 
 
Please keep the following in your daily prayers                 

Deaths:  
• Gold Star Mother Elizabeth Doring                                                  
• Blue Star Mother & Past Department of Michigan President Willadean Hughes 
• Warren Lockwood, Father of Marie Bailey, MI 177 

 
Illness:  

• Judy Davis, NY5, having surgery  
 

• All of our troops, veterans, wounded or ill, killed in action, POW/MIA's Blue Star Mothers, Blue Star 
Dads, Associates, their families and those who will need our prayers before the next newsletter.  

 

National Historian 
Joretta Weaver 

 

Reflections of a Blue Star Mother 

 

As the plane banked right on approach for landing, my eyes fell on the 
most wonderful sight any red blooded American can ever behold. There 
before me lay the Lincoln, Washington and Jefferson Memorials. Then I 
saw the reflecting pool. Seeing these National Monuments brought forth 
a flood of tears and I began to reflect about the events in my life that led me to be in Washington D.C., on this 
honorable mission for the Blue Star Mothers of America. 
 
I am the proud daughter of a WWII Veteran who started his Military career serving three years as a Marine and 
retired from the Military after serving seventeen years in the Air Force. I was born in England and by the time I 
graduated High School, I had spent most of my life outside the United States. I was taught to respect my 
neighbors, to help my brothers and above all else, to Love my Country. 
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I had a wonderful childhood as an Air Force brat so it just came naturally to me, that while I was raising my 
children I would tell them that the Military would be a wonderful alternative to higher education. But who would 
have known that the state of the world would be in such a mess when my son finally made the decision to join 
the Military?  I was not just worried; I was terrified for my son and his wellbeing because as a child I had a 
personal view of the realities of war. I would watch while bus load after bus load of wounded soldiers from the 
war in Vietnam were being transported from the air field at Clark AFB, Philippines, to the base hospital. They 
would be racked out sometimes three bunks high and all of them that were able, would be staring out of the 
window and you could see on their faces how relieved they were to be safely out of the harms way.  They were 
so happy to be watching American children at play. Some of them would wave back at me, but I’ve often 
wondered if for some of them I might have been the last glimpse of a happy American child that they might 
have had because tragically for many of these fine Americans, their journey would end at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 
 
My son’s decision to join the Army left me having to deal with the realities of war, and the fear I felt for my child 
was completely overwhelming. I was in desperate need for someone to talk to, and I knew that I couldn’t be the 
only mother in these United States that was feeling this anxious. So I began my search for other mothers that 
might understand how I felt. When I found the Blue Star Mothers Organization and learned that they had a long 
history of supporting our nation’s Military and Veterans, I selfishly became a member.  I thought it would be a 
soft place for me to land and that I might find a shoulder to cry on, but there was so much more. I found that 
these ladies were very hard working American Patriots. They gave selflessly to others and to the Blue Star 
Mothers Organization. I found that I could keep myself as busy as I wanted to be while my son went through 
basic training.  And, if I stayed busy enough, I didn’t even have to think about what might be next. These 
wonderful women held my hand while I got through my sons first deployment and they were always there for 
me to give me courage when I hadn’t heard from my son for more than a week. So I dove right in and soon 
found myself completely absorbed in all the activities that come with being a Blue Star Mother. 
 
As the National Mall disappears from view, I’m brought back to the moment and why I am visiting Washington 
D.C. and I think to myself that years ago when I became a member of the Blue Star Mothers, Oklahoma 
Chapter Six, I never would have dreamed that I would be graced with the honor of being the organizations 
National Historian and the bearer of the banner of the Blue Star Mothers of America. I’m also pondering a 
conversation that I had with my son just hours earlier when he called me and with a tear choked voice said, 
that he just wanted to thank me for being his mother and how proud he was that I was a member of the Blue 
Star Mothers and was  representing them in Washington D.C. He said “Momma, be sure to thank them all for 
me. It really means a lot to all of us in the sandbox to know that someone back home really cares about us”. I 
don’t think he understands that none of us would be where we are and doing what we do if we didn’t have sons 
and daughters who are serving in the Armed Forces. My heart bursts with pride and great admiration for my 
son and all of his brothers and sisters of the Armed Forces. I would like to personally thank each and every 
one of them for serving and protecting our Nation. 
 
It has truly been an honor to represent the Blue Star Mothers of America and to be allowed to participate in the 
most honorable observances in these United States. It is without a doubt the Highest Honor I will ever achieve 
in my life and the memories of being in Washington D.C. representing the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., 
during Veterans Day and Memorial Day Observance will last me a lifetime. 
 

Convention and Yearbook 
 
Yearbooks will debut at convention in Grand Junction August 10th thru 14th. You can preorder in bulk only for 
your chapter and pick them up at convention. This will save on postage. Individual books can be purchased at 
convention and will be available online after that. We are not taking preorders on individual books. 
 
There is still time to make your reservations for convention—information is on the website,  Vendor tables are 
still available for chapters to sell items for fundraising.  Contact Rita Gibson to submit a silent auction prize for 
your chapter. ritagibson50@msn.com 
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Chapter News 
 
Ohio 1 Spirit of Freedom 
 Associate Member, Emily Wilber 
 

A Weekend of Camaraderie, Honor and Love 
 

I have shed tears as the National Anthem is played ever since I understood at a young age the sacrifice that’s 
given for my freedom.  I get cold chills when I see anyone in uniform.  I say “thank you” to everyone who has 
ever served and to their families. Any chance I get, I tell others that I proudly volunteer as an associate 
member of the Blue Star Mothers, Ohio Chapter 1.I was honored to accompany Anita Wagner to Washington 
DC this Memorial Day weekend; it showed me the camaraderie, honor and love that exists between the Blue 
Star Mothers, all over America.  
 
Friday Evening’s Candlelight Vigil at The Wall was appropriate with a down pour of rain.  I thought to myself, 
"This is just right for all the tears that have been shed for those who’ve made the ultimate sacrifice". Besides, 
when it’s raining, no one can see you crying.  But, what astounded me, was not only the respect that was given 
to those who made the ultimate sacrifice, but the respect and honor that was given to the doctors and nurses, 
who also served and sacrificed to save others.  I cried to myself thinking of all the families that have lost loved 
ones and all the families that still miss their loved ones. Yet, nothing can compare to a Blue Star Mother’s love 
for their child.  When Anita was able to watch her daughter, Staff Sergeant Jennifer Fleischman, USAF go into 
a slow salute in full uniform, when T.A.P.S. was played.  Anita later said, “Right then and there to me, this what 
it’s all about!  Then, that’s when I lost it and I cried!”  
 
Saturday was no different because everything we did, touched my heart.  I was able to meet other Blue Star 
Mothers as we read names of those who gave the Ultimate Sacrifice during the Iraq and Afghanistan War.  I 
read names with Anita for Montana and as I looked to my left, there was California reading off nearly 500 
names.  I was honored enough to read the names with Pat Soler.  Anita and I went and helped with the 
fundraiser for OK #1 from Tulsa and also talked to BSM North Carolina at Thunder Alley were thousands  of 
people gathered.  I was blessed enough to meet Blue Star Mothers from all over the country.  I just felt so 
honored to alongside of those whose children are fighting for my freedom.  
 
Sunday was a long, hot and eventful day.  We met all Gold Star Mothers, Gold Star Wives and Blue Star 
Mothers as we were escorted on air conditioned buses to the Pentagon parking lot to meet up with Rolling 
Thunder and our escorts for the ride.  There were an estimated 750,000 motorcycles there--I’ve never seen so 
many motorcycles  We were introduced to our escorts from all over the U.S.  Imagine it being 92 degrees, 
while sitting on motorcycles on black top paved parking lot,  and all those motorcycles started their engines!  
 
 Even though we all had different stories of how we got there that day, we were all there to honor and respect 
those who’ve served and are serving in our military.  What a sight as we rolled down Constitution Avenue with 
thousands upon thousands of bikers and their passengers.  There is nothing like the roar of motorcycles going 
through throngs of people showing love for our country and our military and our veterans.  At the end of the 
ride, our escorts took us to the gathering by the Lincoln Memorial and reflecting pool, where Rolling Thunder 
put on a great Ceremony where all the Blue Star Mothers and Gold Star Mothers and Wives joined together.  
We listened to speakers, music, and bagpipes.  We were inspired by our Wounded Warriors from Walter Reed.  
And later that evening many attended the concert at the Capitol.  
 
Monday, Memorial Day, was an eventful day that ended an awesome weekend.  We headed to the Air Force 
Memorial, the 911 Memorial at the Pentagon, the Marine War Memorial, otherwise known as the Iwo Jima 
Memorial and Arlington Cemetery.  We were able to take a tour of Arlington, and attend the WIMSA (Women In 
Military Service for America) Ceremony.  Watching the Blue Star Mothers present a wreath gave me such pride 
to be a part of BSMA.  Lin and Jo looked so professional in their white shirts and blue uniforms, American flag 
scarves, white hats and white gloves.  They walked with confidence and humility as they presented the wreath.  
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They represented us well.  WIMSA was the exclamation point on the weekend because it wrapped up 
everything.   
 

   

 
This is my last big event with my Blue Star Mothers because I am training to soon become an Army Nurse.  My 
only wish is to save many lives.  All I want to do is take care of our military and our Veterans.  Being a part of 
Blue Star Mothers has shown me what love, honor and commitment is all about and more.   
 
Thanks for all showing me the camaraderie that exists between the Blue Star Mothers.  I am forever grateful to 
serve with you. You have all made me feel like one of your own! 
 

Scenic BSM TN2 
Janis Dearman, President 
. 
The Honorable Ron Littlefield, mayor of Chattanooga, Tennessee, proclaimed May, 
2010, "Blue Star Mothers Month" in the "Scenic City" area. Though a small group, the 
local BSMA chapter entered a "float" (a dad's decorated golf cart) in the Armed Forces 
Day Parade. The "Blue Starmobile" was manned by Liz Carreon, BSMA secretary, and 
Pam Davis, BSMA VP (seen in picture). Thanks to Mayor Littlefield, BSMA had a 
prominent presence in the Armed Forces Day Parade, right behind the color guard at 
the front of the line.  
 
At the same time as the parade, other members, including Deborah Leamon, chapter 
treasurer; Shannan Andrews, chapter financial secretary; and Janis and Jim Dearman, 
were manning an information and contribution booth at a highly-trafficked Walmart. For two days at the 
location, BSMA members promoted the organization and the month's activities and collected items for care 
packages for the troops. On the afternoon of the first day, a reporter and cameraman from a local television 
station came to the location to tape footage and to interview Janis Dearman, local BSMA chapter president. 
 
The culmination of a busy month was the hosting of a "Coping with Deployments" seminar, provided by the 
Red Cross and conducted by one of their trauma counselors. The local Blue Star Mothers invited spouses of 
the U.S. Army Reserve's 212th Transportation Company, recently deployed to Afghanistan. The ladies in 
attendance considered the seminar nformative and beneficial; and the counselor said “it was an unusual 
opportunity for mothers and wives of the deployed, with their differing perspectives, to share with, and learn 
from each other.” 
 
Spartenburg SC124 
Marilyn Miller 

 

These Blue Star Mothers of Spartanburg South Carolina participated in the 
Memorial Day Ceremony held at Duncan Park in Spartanburg on Sunday, 
May 30th.   We placed a wreath on the monument with all the names of fallen 
soldiers from Spartanburg County along with the Gold Star Mothers. 
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Geneva OH57 
Linda Humphrey, President 
 
You're Never Too Old for a Parade...with Help! 
 

   

 
Blue Star Mothers Chap. 57, Geneva, Ohio has had a long tradition of participating in hometown parades, but 
when members were unable to walk the distance required, cars and Geneva Boy Scout Troop 750 came to the 
rescue.  Blue Star Moms and "Dads" drive their cars in Memorial Day and Geneva Grape Jamboree parades 
while the scouts carry banners, signs and help decorate cars. President Linda Humphrey aided by Chaplain 
Helen Beal have been regular readers during the city's Memorial Day ceremonies at the cemetery. (This year 
Virginia Clark filled in while Linda has been recuperating from serious surgeries - your prayers are 
appreciated.)  Linda is shown enjoying a ride in Doug Street's vintage Chevrolet Corvette during the 2009 
Grape Jamboree parade 
 
Introduced into Ashtabula County this year, the national Healing Field program honors military and first 
responders enabling loved ones to remember the living and the deceased who are serving or served their 
country.  400 American flags are arranged in rows in a local site by a hosting organization. For $25, flags can 
be purchased and tagged in "honor of" or "memory of". 
  
The flags on their poles are picked up by those purchasing them after the 5 days of the display which includes 
Flag Day.  A Saturday ceremony included speakers, veteran and scout groups, a band and bagpipe player and 
members of Chap. 57. Two of us helped read some of the hundreds of names being remembered.  Mothers 
also brought snack items for the volunteers helping during the week and manned a table of information about 
Blue Star Mothers. Creator of the Healing Field and Field of Honor Memorial Programs is Colonial Flag 
Foundation.  All proceeds go to benefit local veterans' programs. 
 
Southeast Wisconsin WI 
Jo Tiegs, Membership Chair 
 

     
Our Chapter helped WI chapter  honor our Viet Nam Vets by volunteering in a "Welcome Home" Program, 
which took place the weekend of 5/20 - 5/23.  It was called “LZ Lambeau”, held at the Green Bay Packers NFL 
football stadium in Green Bay, WI. Above, 1244 white empty chairs to honor (and never forget) all those 
Wisconsin  soldiers who did not come home. 
 
 A number of our husbands rode in a motorcycle ride from Kenosha to Racine to Appleton to Green Bay. Our 
Chapter members manned a Greeting Table on Friday and Sunday, and a Hospitality Room on Saturday. The 
Vets were very appreciative and talked freely of their time in Viet Nam.  
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Northern Kentucky KY5 
Peggy Eubanks 
 

 I was privileged to be part of a true Memorial Day celebration.  The city of Florence, KY, the Boone County 
Veterans Association and the Northern KY Chapter 5 Blue Star Mothers of America, joined together to honor 
veterans from all branches of the military. 
 
The parade was great, and I have to say the Blue Star Mother’s float was outstanding with our big red, white,  
and blue star , the flags of all the military branches,  and POW/MIA flag billowing in the breeze!  It made its way 
from Boone County High School to the Florence Government Center with townspeople and friends lining the 
way.   
 
The ceremony that followed was truly awe inspiring!  It honored three present day heroes from Boone County 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country in the War on Terror, Corporal Christopher “Tyler” Warndorf, 
Jr., Lance Corporal Adam Daniel Peak, and Technical Sergeant Anthony C. Campbell.  The three Gold Star 
Mothers were escorted to the Florence Government Center lawn by an honor guard of US Marine Riders who 
are ever near to protect and honor the families. Each family was presented with  proclamations and citations 
from the city of Florence, Boone County, the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the United States Senate.  The 
honors were presented by last year’s honoree, Gunnery Sergeant Brandon Bailey, who, much to our 
amazement, was resplendent in his full dress uniform and “walking” among us!”  His progress was an 
inspiration to all present.  
 
We all marveled and were deeply touched by the story written and read by Katelyn Warndorf, sister of Tyler, 
telling of her experience on hearing of her brother’s death and finding that he still had the first letter she had 
ever written him.  Her moving story was titled, “The Crumpled Piece of Paper”. 
 
The Kentucky Chapter 5 Blue Star Mothers ceremoniously laid wreaths at each of the monuments to honor all 
those who have lost their lives or are currently POW/MIAs in all wars.  They also participated in the ceremony 
in which the three Gold Star Mothers were presented with a paver brick by HB Deatherage and Gunnery Sgt 
Bailey.  Each Gold Star Mother laid her son’s paver brick in the “Walk of Honor” next to the War on Terror 
memorial. 
 
Each veteran in the audience was asked to come forward as Gary Griesser, city of Florence, sang the song 
representing their branch of service.  Each veteran was given a small flag and a token of appreciation from the 
city.  The Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force and Marines were honored. 

 
And finally, on behalf of the Blue Star Mothers and the US Marine Riders Association, 
Lorene Friedman, President of the Blue Star Mothers, made a special presentation to a 
veteran and friend who has done so much to make sure that veterans from Florence, 
Boone County and veterans everywhere get the recognition they have so dearly 
earned.  Harold “HB” Deatherage was presented with a Verdin Veteran’s Bell for his 
service to those veterans. 
 
This is what Memorial Day is all about and I was extremely proud to be part of this 
celebration of honor and respect to the men and women who have given so much, often 
like these three young men who gave their lives,  so that we can have the freedom to 

live our lives in the way that we choose.   
 

God Bless Our Troops and Our Veterans! 
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Wounded Warriors                                                                                                       
Jan Downs 
 

Bridging the Gap 
 

The focus of this article is going to be on the role non-profit 501(c)3 charitable organizations that have sprung 
up through the generosity of the American people as an expression of their appreciation and support for the 
military.  As with any government bureaucracy, there are gaps in support and services related to either military 
care or veteran care.  Recognizing and stepping in to fill those gaps are a wide range of non-profit 
organizations.  These groups may be a traditional and historic organization such as the Red Cross or a newer 
localized non-profit such as WRAMC’s Yellow Ribbon Fund.  Many of the gaps in care or services are a direct 
result of federal laws, mandates and/or regulations which govern what may be provided to either Wounded 
Warriors and their families or the veteran. 
 
There are two somewhat overlapping government systems which provide care for Wounded Warriors – initially 
it is the military and then upon service discharge it is the Veterans’ Administration (VA).  The hope and 
challenge is to provide seamless care between the two agencies to meet the needs of service members 
regardless of their active duty status.  The following Wounded Warrior and veteran care examples show both 
the holes in care and the creative solutions that non-profits have provided to bridge the gap. 
 
For family members, government reimbursed travel between homes and hospital comes with a set of federal 
regulations based initially upon the official military Notification DD Form 93.  Only the four specifically listed 
family members qualify for travel at government expense to the Wounded Warrior’s bedside.  Although 
probably involved in the raising of the service member, frequently step-parents are not officially listed; 
therefore, do not qualify for travel to the bedside of the family’s Wounded Warrior.  Operation Hero Miles 
through the Fisher House Foundation provides help in such circumstances through the use of donated airline 
frequent flyer miles.  They take frequent flyer miles donations in any amount and bundle them together to 
create a needed airline ticket.  You may read more about their program and how donations work at 
www.fisherhouse.org/programs/heroMiles. 
 
By federal law, rental cars, gas mileage, gas, cab, bus or metro fares are not a reimbursable expense for Non 
Medical Attendants at the bedside of their Wounded Warrior.  A group of DC area businessmen recognized the 
hardship that this federal mandate placed upon WRAMC’s Wounded Warrior families.  Parlaying their personal 
business connections, the Yellow Ribbon Fund was established in 2005 and began providing free rental cars 
on a 30 day basis to a limited number of qualifying families.  YRF expanded their outreach to Wounded 
Warriors and their families to include providing taxi cab vouchers to facilitate travel around the DC metro area.  
This small non-profit recognized a need and has made a huge difference in the quality of life for countless 
Wounded Warriors and their families.  The YRF web link is www.yellowribbonfund.com to read more about 
their programs and efforts to help Wounded Warriors and their families. 
 
Cause (Comfort for America’s Uniformed Services) recognized a different type of need for injured military 
members and their families.  In April 2003, Cause began when four Army Vietnam veterans and their wives 
began providing personal care items and clothing to wounded soldiers arriving at Walter Reed from the 
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan.  Here is the classic example of one generation of veterans giving back to 
the following generation.  Today, Cause recreation and entertainment programs reach thousands of injured 
service men and women facing months of medical care and rehabilitation far from home and family. These 
programs are designed to bring a bit of relaxation and fun into what are, for many, very challenging 
circumstances. Behind the relaxation is a very serious purpose of the normalization process for Wounded 
Warriors.  Additionally, new research indicates that video games provide help to TBI patients as they begin to 
rebuild new connections and brain pathways.  From its start at WRAMC, Cause has created digital check out 
libraries at Bethesda Naval Hospital, MD; Landstuhl, Germany; BAMC, TX; Balboa Naval Hospital, CA and 
Warrior Transition Units (WTU) at Fort Bragg, NC; Fort Hood, TX and Fort Riley, KS.  To read more about 
Cause, its work or volunteering opportunities, please visit their website at www.cause-usa.org/ 
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There are quite literally dozens of non-profits that have sprung up since the start of the Global War on 
Terrorism.  Only a couple of examples have been mentioned in relationship to the hospital facilities.  There is 
simply not enough space to list all of the non-profits nor mention their work; however, a good resource for 
information regarding non-profits may be found in Department of Defense National Resource Directory For 
Wounded Warriors, Families And Caregivers.  This directory offers more than 10,000 medical and non-medical 
services and resources to help service members and veterans achieve personal and professional goals along 
their journey from recovery through rehabilitation to community reintegration.  The directory may be accessed 
at http://www.nationalresourcedirectory.org . 
 
On the veteran side of the equation, there are many organizations that help veterans with benefits, services 
and quality of life issues.  Navigating through both the military and Veterans’ Administration requires patience, 
persistence, asking questions and understanding the service member’s benefits and entitlements.  There are 
organizations that have recognized gaps in what maybe provided for veterans and stepped into assist with 
those gaps. 
 
A great example of the difference in entitlements and understanding the complexities of the VA is the use of 
service dogs.  Under VA benefits guideline, a service member who loses their eyesight through a service 
related injury qualifies for a seeing-eye service dog; however, a wheel chair bound or an amputee veteran 
usually does not qualify for a service dog.  A service dog may not only improve quality of life for these veterans 
but also perform needed tasks.  Several non-profits such as Canine Companions for Independence have 
stepped into help with this particular issue recognizing the benefits that a service dog may provide to a veteran.  
For additional information about Canine Companions, their web address is www.cci.org/ 
 
Disabled veterans are eligible under VA guidelines for monetary grants for home modifications to adapt their 
homes into being handicap accessible.  The monetary grant size is dependent upon medical evaluations 
regarding the nature and extent of the veteran’s disability.  The non-profit , Homes for Our Troops is a great 
example of a partnership between a non-profit charity and the government run Veterans’ Administration.  Grant 
money from the VA is partnered with private donations to insure the construction and modification of a home 
meets not only the VA handicap standards,  but also that there is no hidden or unforeseen cost borne by the 
disabled veteran.  BSMoA National President Wendy Hoffman selected Homes for Our Troops as one of her 
presidents’ projects for BSMoA.  For a link to Homes to the Troops website, please click on 
www.homesforourtroops.org/ 
 
This is just a small selection of various non-profit charitable organizations that are reaching out to the military 
and veterans.  It is not an endorsement of any organization simply a sampling of the variety of charities 
available and a reflection of the innate American spirit of generosity.  As with anything, it is important to do 
research regarding quality, reliability and effectiveness of the charitable organization.  Many are well run and 
do an amazing job on a shoe string budget and can always use volunteer help or donations.  While the actions 
of other charities give non-profit organizations a bad name and reputation for their shoddy work and 
mismanagement of donated funds with results reflecting poorly on all non-profits.  A good resource for starting 
an evaluation of the effective management of a non-profit may be found at the American Institute of 
Philanthropy at www.charitywatch.org/ 
 

Do you have your passport? 
 
To email Jan with any Wounded Warrior questions, please contact her at wounded1warrior@yahoo.com 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

  
"Lots of women are "joined at the hip" with their girlfriends. 
 Blue Star Moms are joined at the heart..." 
 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


