
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. representation in Washington D.C., Memorial Day 2007 

Mothers from all across the nation attended and represented our organization! 

 

Activities taken part in:  Rolling Thunder, Inc., Carry the Flame Candle Light Vigil, Visits to Walter Reed and 

Bethesda Veterans Hospitals, Rolling Thunder Banquet, Ride to the Wall, Arlington National Cemetery 

Memorial Day Services and WIMSA Memorial Day Service. The organization laid at the WWII Memorial, 

Korean Memorial, Korean Memorial, The Wall, Three Soldiers, Nurses Memorial, WIMSA Memorial and the 

Tomb of the Unknown.  
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The mission of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., shall be to support the Armed Forces of the United States 

of America and it’s Veterans; to advocate for America’s Armed Forces and those men and women who have 

served their country with honor; to maintain allegiance to the United States; to educate our members and others 

not to divulge military, naval, or other government information; to assist and participate in ceremonies which 

honor remember and support our military men and women and Veterans; to honor those families whose children 

have died in service to our country;  to assist in Homeland Security; to uphold the American principles of 

freedom, justice and equal rights and to defend the United States from all enemies. 

 

In this Edition: 

 

State Requirements of Business   Website Updates   Fallen Hero Portraits   

Why We Serve      Blue to Gold Report    Yearbook Information 

National Chaplains Report 

  



State Requirements for Doing Business as a Non-Profit including  

Chapters of  Nationwide Organizations 
 
The requirements and procedures for charities 

differ from state to state and so do the filing 

requirements and registrations for organizations 

that solicit charitable contributions and conduct 

charitable activities. 

 

Before filing or registering you must make sure 

you are in compliance with your organization and 

your state, this will help to assist you in the 

process. Make a check list of everything the 

organization requires you to do to form your 

chapter (EIN, Checking account, Officers). If you 

do not have your EIN you need to get this NOW. 

All chapters are required to have the EIN and as 

soon as you receive it you must send this 

information to finsecretary@bluestarmothers.org  

You can obtain EIN’s at www.irs.gov or call 1-

800-829-4933. 

 

Now you will take this information and you will 

contact your State Agency. Some states it will be 

the Secretary of State office some will be the 

Attorney Generals office, if you are planning on 

incorporating on your own and NOT doing 

business under the umbrella of Nationals 501 (c) 3 

then you will have a completely different process 

to go through. Please make sure you understand 

this is a very long process and if not done by 

someone who knows what they are doing will cost 

you time and money. Look into everything before 

you make that decision.  

 

 If you are planning on doing business under the 

umbrella of Nationals 501 (c) 3 every state has 

different requirements, (foreign corporation, 

registered agent) some have very simple processes 

with one form others have 4 or more steps to take, 

you will need to check with your state office that 

handles this, they are there to help you and if you 

have questions just ask them they are very helpful. 

Make sure you explain that you are a chapter of a 

Nationwide Non-Profit Organization that has a 

Group Exemption number. Your chapter is NOT 

the Non-Profit Organization; it is just the 

subordinate of. 

   

Here is a link that lists all of the state offices. 

http://www.nasconet.org/agencies 

 

Please make sure that you have all of these 

requirements and registrations complete, for our 

organization to continue to grow at the rate it is 

and maintain all of the legal requirements our state 

and federal government requires it is going to take 

all of us doing our part.  

 

Written By: Merinda Mullins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Updates 
 

The website continues to change and bring information to all. 
Please check it often and keep yourself informed! 

 

Recent additions and updates include: 
Handbook 

Online Store 
Governmental Requirements 
Chapter Contact Updates 

PTSD Committee & Information 
Wounded Warrior Committee & Information 

 



 
www.WhyWeServe.mil 

 
    An Armed Forces Speakers ProgramAn Armed Forces Speakers ProgramAn Armed Forces Speakers ProgramAn Armed Forces Speakers Program 

 
Why We Serve is a speakers program created by the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines so our men and 
women in uniform can tell the story of why they have 
chosen to serve America.  Why We Serve provides a 
front row seat for all Americans to connect with 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines who served in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring 
Freedom.  
 
The Why We Serve program has reached tens of 
thousands of people in the past year by working with 
community organizations, business associations, 
academic institutions, veterans groups and numerous 
non-profit organizations around the country. Continuing 
the success of past speakers, the fourth class of Why 
We Serve speakers truly represents the very finest of 
our armed forces.   
 

• Sergeant First Class Steven M. Adams, United 
States Army, deployed multiple times to both 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and most recently to 
Qatar in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom as 
the Detachment First Sergeant. 

• Sergeant Daniel Alvarado, United States Army, 
deployed to several places around the world, 
including Kuwait, Kosovo, Colombia, Iraq, and 
most recently, Afghanistan, serving as a motor 
pool Shop Foreman. 

• Lieutenant Judith L. Lemley, United States 
Navy, served in Afghanistan as an individual 
augmentee.  Working closely with the Afghan 
people, she was responsible for logistics and 
budgetary planning for the transition of the 
Afghan National Army and also served as a 
Convoy Commander. 

• Petty Officer Caleb S. Duke, United States 
Navy, served in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan, and most recently 
volunteered to deploy in direct support of the 
United States Army as a Civil Affairs Staff 
Sergeant where he served on a four-man 
Direct Support Team and earned the Bronze 
Star with Combat “V.” 

• Senior Master Sergeant Jeffery S. Duncan, 
United States Air Force, served in support of 
Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom and 
Combined Joint Task Force Horn of Africa, as  
 
 

the Maintenance Superintendent responsible 
for five Aircraft Maintenance Units. 

• Technical Sergeant Howard L. Watkins, United 
States Air Force, served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom as a Convoy Commander and earned 
the Bronze Star for his actions during his 
deployment throughout Iraq and Kuwait. 

• First Lieutenant David W.  Bradt, United States 
Marine Corps, supported Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in the western Al Anbar Province and 
again to Habbaniyah, Iraq as a Combat 
Engineer, conducting demolitions, weapons 
cache sweeps, and security patrols.  

• Gunnery Sergeant Jeremy De Vries, United 
States Marine Corps, deployed to various 
locations throughout Europe and Africa, and 
most recently served in Iraq as Senior Enlisted 
Advisor and Logistics Advisor on a Military 
Transition Team supporting the Army.   

 
To request a speakerTo request a speakerTo request a speakerTo request a speaker, , , , organizations simply go to 
www.WhyWeServe.mil and submit requests.  There is 
no cost to the host organization.  
 
For general questions on the Why We Serve program 
or to request a speaker, please contact Major Chris 
Devine at Christian.Devine@osd.mil or 703-614-2879. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Yearbooks available at National 

Convention and following convention at 

www.bluestarmothers.org, “Online Store”. 

 

 



Fallen Hero Portraits 
 
Marine Vietnam Combat Veteran (K 3/4 67 & 68 
DMZ) three years ago began The Fallen Hero 
Portrait Project. Since that beginning he has done 
over 700 ‘FREE” Hero portraits for their families. 
 
Our Mission: 
 
"Our mission is to honor the American Fallen Heroes 
for their ultimate sacrifice during the war against 
terrorism. The foundation will provide the resources to 
produce and distribute to each family a hand-drawn 
portrait of their Fallen Hero, created by artist Michael 
G. Reagan, free of charge. Each portrait is intended to 
show our Love and Respect for these Heroes and their 
families." 

His commitment is to do one free portrait per family 
for as long as he is asked to do them, of any Military 
service person that looses their life to a terrorist act. All 
he needs is a photo and an address to send the finished 
portrait. 

All you need to do is contact Michael 
mikier@comcast.net or visit the web site 
www.fallenheroesproject.org for more information. The 
web site has some letters and images that have already 
been done. This is all free with no gimmicks. This is 
non political, this is all about Love and Respect. 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue to Gold 
 
Our members daily are reminded of the young men 
and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
while serving their country in the Armed Forces.  
The names of our Fallen Warriors are posted to Blue 
Star Mothers on the Blue Star Mothers Yahoo 
National message board. 
  
From August 1, 2005 to July 25, 2007 that list has 
included 1,891 names.  Our members have come to 
the aid of these families with love and support.  We 
have presented them with Gold Star Banners, 
Memory Books, Teddy Bears, blankets and more.  
We have been there at their loved ones funerals, and 
memorial services.  We have sat with their mothers 
and fathers, brothers and sisters, grandmothers and 
grandfathers, wives, husbands, children and 
sweethearts.  We have cried, laughed, hugged and 
sometimes simply held their hands. 
  
Thanks are a small word to express their gratitude to 
the Blue Star Mothers for coming to the aid and 
comfort of our Gold Star Families.  We have put our 
own fears and apprehensions aside.  We have given 
all we have and then some to those who need us. 
  
That is the legacy of a Blue Star Mother, one we are 
proud to carry on today and years to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

National Chaplain's Report 

PNP Jean Burlingame 

Reporting from August 2006 – July 7th, 2007 

 

The following were sent on behalf of all Blue Star Mothers: 

 

100 sympathy cards   89 Gold Star Mother 

3 thank you cards   3 notes/cards of cheer 

1 congratulation card  11 get well cards 

1 birthday card    7 baby congratulations 

 

National Chaplain presented 13 Gold Star Banners, attended 8 Memorial Services and gave 3 speeches. 
 

Many Gold Star Banners presented by the Departments and Chapters of the organization. 


