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Ida Louise Haegele, as a young nurse at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Covington, KY, enlisted in the Army in 1945.  “My 
brother had been wounded really badly in North Africa,” she said.  “I thought if I couldn’t help my brother, I could 
help somebody else’s brother.”  When the Korean War broke out in 1950, she was aboard one of the first convoys 
into Korea and helped set up a field hospital near Pusan.  Aunt Ida won a Bronze Star for her battlefront service 
during the first months of the Korean War.  Memorial Day, to her, is a sacred holiday.  “It’s a time to remember what 
the boys have done for us,” she said.  Aunt Ida listens to the news from Iraq and remembers the faces of the wounded 
soldiers in Korea. “It’s a different war today, but it’s the same for the wounded.”  She has also received the World 
War II Victory Medal; American Campaign Medal, Army of Occupation Medal (Japan); Korean Service Medal; 
National Defense Service Medal and United Nations Service Medal. 
 

Aunt Ida stayed in the service until 1965.  She cared for service men and women in Japan, North Africa, Germany, at 
the Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. and at bases throughout the United States.  
  
Today, Retired Army Major Haegele, at the age of 84, is a patient at St. Elizabeth North Hospital.  She suffers with 
advance stages of cancer.  Aunt Ida is the aunt of Martie Smiley from Covington and our own Blue Star Mother 
Associate Member, Juanita Vickers. 
 

Aunt Ida, thank you from the bottom of our hearts and ‘You will never be forgotten’. 
 

Northern KY Chapter 5 – Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
 

Extracts taken from the Kentucky Post dated May, 2005 as written by Peggy Kreimer, Post staff reporter 
 

 
 



 
 
NEWS FROM OUR KIDS……… 
 

 
A note from Kathy Ferguson’s son 
Christopher ….. 
 
Thanks for all the care packages from 
Blue Star Mothers. I distributed them all 
over our unit and everyone was happy to 
get one, especially the guys who don’t 
get a lot of mail from home.  It means a 
lot to us to know people are still 
supporting us from back home. Thanks a 
lot and we will come home soon!  
And Kathy’s response was……. WHAT 
DO YOU MEAN YOU ARE GOING TO 
COME HOME SOON!!!  WHEN!!!!!    He 
was scheduled to be there until June 
2008…..I haven't gotten a response yet. ; 
) Hang in there Kathy, we’re all praying 
for you and Christopher. 
 
Anthony Piol (Kimberly’s youngest  
son) is scheduled to return to Hawaii 
around October 20.  His lovely wife is 
already there and has obtained living 
arrangements for them. 
 
Ezra, son of BSM Lori Mills  is 
scheduled home the end of August for a 
short visit.  Our very best to your family 
Lori. Enjoy every minute of his visit. 
 
Looks like a road trip is in the makings 
for BSM Cindy Schmidt and family the 
end of August…..they are driving to 
Connecticut to see their son Zack (US 
Navy)  who is state side for a while and 
also to deliver a brand new puppy to his 
new home. 
 
 

  

 
 
A tip of the halo to all our wonderful members and 
associate members who scoffed at the hot 
temperature and took their turn at manning The 
Moving Wall. 
 
It was reported that approximately 15,000 people 
visited this very emotional event that lasted around 
the clock from August 23rd to August 26th. 
 
Twenty-six Blue Star Mothers were there.  Five 
members from Chapter 2 (Lexington) drove up to 
help support NKY Chapter 5.     
Our members from Louisville, Ruth Ann Herzog, 
Rose Welker, Kathy Ferguson and Kathy’s son drove 
up and did their turn on Saturday. 
 
I know everyone there will agree that it was an 
experience they will remember for a long time to 
come. 
 

 
�



 
                   This is a letter written by the Commander of Frank Judd, 
                         Anna Judd’s son and Dolores Held’s grandson 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM 

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION 
APO AE 09373 

 

31 July 2007 
IRONHORSE Brigade 

Camp Taji, Iraq 
 
 
Dear IRONHORSE families, 
 
Another month has come and gone, and we are one month closer to being reunited with you. I hope all of you are 
enjoying your summer, and I hope you have had the time to send an email, letter, or package to your Trooper and 
remind them how much you appreciate them. The temperatures here are now well over 100 degrees everyday and 
have risen to 120 on some days. It’s hot, but that has not stopped your troopers from accomplishing feats I am sure 
will make you all very proud. 
 
The Stallions of 2-8 CAV working with the 3rd Brigade of the 9th Iraqi Army Division (Mechanized) continue 
the expansion of their sector by pushing further out to our western boundary. They have already established one 
combat out-post and are well on the way to establishing another one. As they move into these communities out west, 
they are actively talking with people who have not seen and American or Iraqi Soldier in that area in more then two 
years. Besides bringing security to the area, the Stallions are also bringing medical assistance for the local 
community in the form of Combined Medical Efforts (CMEs) in conjunction with the Iraqi Army. These efforts 
have brought medical support to close to a thousand Iraqis who would have likely gone with out. Additionally, the 
‘Stallions’ mentorship and partnership with the 3rd Brigade, 9th Iraqi Army Division during these combined 
operations has been inspiring to these new “Jundees”, the Arabic word for Soldiers, and has had a positive effect on 
their morale and given them the courage to do their mission. 
 
GarryOwen has had amazing success in their area working with the Sunni and Shia Tribes to establish a 
“Neighborhood Watch”. These are tribesmen sworn to defend their area from all extremists and not to attack 
Coalition or Iraqi Security Forces. To date, the “Neighborhood Watch” has turned in or identified over 10 weapons 
and munitions caches. The professionalism of the 1st Squadron, 7th US Cavalry Regiment and its partner the 2nd 

Brigade, 9th Iraqi Army Division has lead to a significant reduction in violence and is slowly improving the quality 
of life for the people in their area. 
 
The Red Lions of the 1-37 Field Artillery continue building relationships in the areas in which they patrol. In the 
month of July, the battalion helped bring both Sunni and Shia sheiks together in reconciliation efforts. Along with 
that, the 1-37 troops also have gone door to door in various missions to collect census information in an effort to get 
to know the people in the neighborhoods in which they operate. In joint efforts with Iraqi Army troops from the 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division, they have assisted in the finding of several weapons caches and the 
capture of insurgents responsible for carrying out several deadly attacks on civilians, coalition forces and Iraqi 
security forces in the area. 
 
I especially want to recognize Battery C of the 1-37 Field Artillery for their outstanding professionalism and 
competence in working as the Brigade’s tactical reserve. To date, “Rock” has captured over 20 high and mid-level 
insurgent leaders, through a series of well timed helicopter insertions, who were known to be responsible for attacks 
against Coalition and Iraqi Security forces in our area. When I watch the Soldiers of Battery C, I am reminded of the 
day’s of old when the 1st Cavalry Division flew in helicopters to conduct their missions and the Soldiers in the 
division were known as “Sky Troopers.” 
 
The Lancers of 2-5 CAV also had great success in the Abu Ghraib area as they continue to work with the local 
tribes to rid the area of Al Qaeda. The unit discovered two Vehicle-borne Improvised Explosive Device factories 
and multiple weapon and munitions caches which have limited the insurgents ability to perform attacks inside 
central Baghdad. The unit is also seeing some progress in the Nahia (City Government) for Nassir Wa Salaam, 
which they have deemed as their “city of excellence”. The local government is actively participating in coordination 
meetings and is rapidly taking steps to take full responsibility for the needs of their community. Additionally, the 

 



Lancers conducted an Iraqi Police recruitment drive which brought in over 2,000 candidates. The success of the 
Lancers in working with the tribes to reconcile their differences with the Coalition and the Iraqi government has 
acted as a catalyst for the other tribes in the IRONHORSE area of operations. 
 

The Dragons of the 1st Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment are well on their way to firing their 4,000th 
round in support of combat operations—the most rounds fired by any Paladin howitzers in theater during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom Rotation 06-08. The Dragons currently have the only hot gun battery operating in theater that fires in 
support of missions every day. Along with firing the big guns in support of combat operations, the Dragons also 
continued their arduous tasks of manning their 40 guard towers that surround the camp. 
 

As always, the 115th “Muleskinners” Brigade Support Battalion continues to provide world-class logistical 
support to their fellow troopers everyday. Their on-going medical training, armament training and maintenance 
training for Soldiers of the 9th Iraqi Army Division continues to make a significant contribution to the transition of 
the Iraqi security forces. On a recent mission, the Muleskinners from Company A assisted with the return of an Iraqi 
man who had been tortured and kidnapped by insurgents. The 115th troopers transported the man to Camp Victory 
where he was linked up with IRONHORSE troopers of the 2nd Bn., 5th Cav. Regt. After receiving a medical 
screening, the man was returned to his anxiously awaiting family near Abu Ghraib. 
 

The Centurions of the 1st Brigade Special Troops Battalion celebrated the second anniversary of the unit’s 
formation on July 12th. The moment was commemorated with a large awards ceremony and a giant birthday cake 
that will not be soon forgotten. The Troopers of the 1BSTB have contributed greatly to the success of our maneuver 
battalions. The military intelligence company assisted in the apprehensions of 25 known high and mid-level 
insurgent cell leaders across our area of operations. The signal company has upgraded the telephone network, 
making it easier for Soldiers to call home on morale calls. Most importantly, the work these Troopers have done to 
make the roads in Iraq safer to travel, has saved countless lives. 
 

The Embedded Provincial Reconstruction Team (ePRT) continues doing excellent work aimed at getting the 
local governments in and around the Taji and Abu Ghraib areas back on their feet. Some of their recent work 
included visiting and assessing six Iraqi state-owned enterprises which include a furniture factory and other 
businesses. Once up and running at full capacity, the industries will supply jobs which will stimulate local Iraqi 
economies by putting people back to work. The ePRT will help the local governments with projects to refurbish 
these enterprises. The ePRT has also been teaching classes in a Taji local government program for local Iraqi leaders 
which assists them in understanding the concepts of governance at the local level, much like a basic-level Civics 101 
class. The classes are taught by U.S. contractors who are natives of Iraq and serve as bi-cultural/bi-lingual advisors 
with the ePRT. 
 

The 1st BCT Headquarters and Headquaters Troop kept up their outstanding support to our brigade staff in the 
form of training and other invaluable service and support that keeps the staff sections of the brigade up and running. 
Without, them we could never possibly accomplish all the things that we do on a daily basis. 
Last, but never least, I would like to speak about the often over-worked and sometimes underappreciated 
members of our brigade staff sections who work in very specialized job fields and always do a great job. Although 
these folks make their jobs look easy, they are doing a lot of things that no one sees “behind the curtain,” putting in 
long hours ensuring the brigade continues running smoothly. One of their proudest moments in July was their 
successful briefing of Gen. David H. Petraeus, the Multi-National Force – Iraq commander, on the brigade’s 
accomplishments and on how we are defeating the enemy. 
 

We’ve had our share of distinguished visitors throughout the month of January to include 6 members of 
Congress; GEN David H. Petraeus, the commanding general for Multi-National Force – Iraq; Iraqi Army LTG Abud 
Qanbar, commanding general of the Baghdad Operational Command and the Iraqi general in charge of Operation 
Fahrd Al-Qanoon; MG Joseph F. Fil, commanding general, Multi-National Division-Baghdad, BG Vincent Brooks, 
deputy commanding general-support, Multi-National Division-Baghdad, as well as BG John F. Campbell, deputy 
commanding general – maneuver, Multi-National Division-Baghdad. It’s an honor to know that people in high 
places show an interest in what your Troopers are accomplishing everyday, and as well they should. Your troopers 
continue making history with monumental achievements and selfless acts--which will eventually lead to freedom for 
the Iraqi people and that garner the attention of the world. 
 

In closing, I would like to say that you are our strength and motivation as we continue our mission here. We 
definitely could not do what we do without your love and support. We owe you a debt of gratitude for what you do 
and for the sacrifices you too are making on the home front. Just as we hold you close to our hearts, keep the home 
fires burning for us and we will be home before you know it. 
 
“IRONHORSE” 
STANLEY D. SMALL PAUL E. FUNK II 
CSM, USA COL, AR 
Command Sergeant Major Commanding 



 
NEWS FROM  AROUND NKY  CHAPTER   5 

 
 
If you were at the July & August meeting then 
you had the chance to see our new Chapter 5 
piggy bank… 
Many thanks for all the donations of the 
pennies, silver coins and yes we even had some 
dollar bills.  All the monies collected through 
the piggy bank will help offset the cost of the 
birthday boxes we are sending out to our loved 
ones.  Several people that I work with cleaned 
out their desk drawers and pencil cups and it 
was amazing how many pennies they found.  
Thank you everyone, and especially to our 
friends at Roeding Group Companies, who are 
always there to lend a helping hand to us.  So 
clean out the ashtrays in your car, your junk 
drawers or maybe you even have an old piggy 
bank at home that is full of dusty old coins… 
we’ll take ‘em.  Bring them to our next monthly 
business meeting.  For the month of July we 
cashed in $53.31………money from August 
will be cashed in by the end of the month. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Can we top that amount in September? 
Of Course We Can! 

 With a little help from you  
and our many many friends. 
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Dates to remember during Sept & October 

 

Sept 19th Very special guest from the DOD 
 

Please notify any member of the executive 
board as to what type of covered dish you 

plan to bring for the pot luck dinner. 
YOUR HELP IS REALLY NEEDED! 

 
October 13th – Navy Ball 

October 27th – Halloween Dance 
 
 

 
HELPFUL WEBSITES  

 
www.soldierwall.com 
www.goodsearch.com 
www.flatdaddies.com 

www.karenkingsbury.com/soldiers 
www.dogbarneyproductions.com 

www.prayercentral.net – Daily Prayer 
www.bluestarmoms.org – Lowest Airfare 

 
 
IF YOU HAPPEN TO RUN ACROSS A WEBSITE 
THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OUR 
CHAPTER…PLEASE SEND IT TO ME AND I WILL 
ADD IT TO THE LIST. 
 
 

Lorene Friedman 
lorenefriedman@insightbb.com 

 
 
 
 
THE SAME APPLIES FOR ANY TIDBIT YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
EACH MONTH. 
 
We have a new button on our Home page of 
our website www.nkybluestars.org. 
It is titled “National News”……please check it 
out….this is a very interesting newsletter from 
our BSM National Headquarters. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc 

Northern KY Chapter 5 
August 15, 2007 

 

The August general business session was called to order at 7:10 pm by the President, Kimberly Piol.  The opening 
prayer was recited by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney. The colors were presented by our the color guards; this was 
followed with the Pledge of Allegiance and  the Preamble of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
 

Reports were presented as follows: 
 

·  Secretary’s Report will continue to be posted in the monthly Newsletter of our website and not read at the 
business meeting.  If there are ever any questions or comments please notify the secretary prior to the next 
month’s meeting. 

 

·  Treasurer’s Report – no report was available 
 

·  Community Projects;  It was presented to the membership, discussed, voted on and vetoed that we would not 
participate in the City of Florence Labor Day Parade this September. 

 

We will participate at The Viet Nam Moving Wall on August 23 – 26, 2007 
 

·  Standing Rules:  Tabled until the October meeting.  
 

·  Fundraising;  No report from committee chairperson. 
 

·  Jewelry; Dad’s pins are now available. 
 

·  Sunshine;  Birthday cards will continue to be mailed out every month….please turn in to the sunshine 
committee the birth dates and the mailing addresses.  This includes all of our military sons and daughters, 
both at home and those serving in country.   

 

·  Birthday Boxes:  two “Birthday Party for Six” boxes and one gift card were mailed out for August and one 
“Birthday Party for Six” will be mailed the first of September to Ezra Mills; one gift card to Shia Kohrs and 
a birthday box to one year old Charlotte Kohrs. 

 

Unfinished business: 
 

·  Any monies owed to reimburse Carol Gries for using her credit card during the trip to the National 
Convention should be paid immediately.   

 

New business: 
 

·  Effective October 17, 2007 the general business sessions will start at 7 pm. 
·  Wanda McNees has volunteered to chair the Sunshine Committee 
·  Kim Hockney, our Chaplain will mail out all sympathy cards from NKY Chapter 5 
·  Business cards will be ordered for the chaplain and paid for out of NKY Chapter 5 general fund. 
·  The chaplain will also be in charge of starting all prayer chains 
·  The Golden Corral will offer free dinner and drink to all militar y personnel, both past and present on 

November 11th from 5 pm to 9 pm. 
·  The Navy Ball will be held October 13th.  More information will be forth coming. 
·  Sandy Bolmer has agreed to serve as Sgt-at-Arms. 

 

The parting blessing was read by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney and the Bible was closed. 
 

The Color Guard retired the colors. 
 

The business meeting was adjourned by the Chapter President, Kimberly Piol. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lorene Friedman 
Secretary of Records 
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The Scales 
September 24 to October 23  

Traditional 
Libra Traits 

Diplomatic and urbane 
Romantic and charming 
Easygoing and sociable 
Idealistic and peaceable 

On the dark side.... 
Indecisive and changeable 

Gullible and easily influenced 
Flirtatious and self-indulgent 

 
�
�
 

 
 
 

     

            Shia Kohrs                                                                                             Ezra Mills 
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"Honor the dead by serving the living," 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We’re the Blue Star Mothers of America 
 

In heaven there are stars, 
And on earth there are stars, 

But the star to which we’re true, 
Is a star that we are proud to wear, 

It’s the Mother’s star of blue. 
 

We’re the Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Our sons and daughters fought for us, 

From the very start, 
They did their part, 

For the red white and blue, 
 

We will carry on for our boys and girls, 
There’s work yet to do, 

The cause of freedom must go on, 
We’re the Blue Star Mothers of America. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A sympathy card was mailed by 
our Chaplain, Kim Hockney, to 

the family of one of our  
Fallen Heroes,  

Nicholas Carnes 25 yrs old 
was killed in Iraq in August. 

 He was attached to the 
Carrollton Armory 

A Gold Star Banner will be presented to 
the family the day of the funeral,  

or shortly thereafter. 



 

 
 
�� ���� ������ ����� ��� 	
��� ������		��� ��� ��
	����	��	
�	��������		�����	����������	�����
��	����� �� ��� !��� ��� ��������� � !	� ����
���� ��	��	����� 	�� ������	� 	
��� ���"���
��	����� 	�� #���	� !��$� ������� �� %���	� ��
������ ��� ���� 
&�� 
��� �������� ����
�������&��	�"����' �� �����
�
!	������	
�"��
���������	�������"�����	
�	�
���	� !��� ������� ����� ������� "������(�
&��	�"����	
��' �� (��
��	�����	���"�����
	���
�
)
�����"�����	�����������	�������������	���	��
	
����"�����	�����	�����	���
 

 
 

 


