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... membership open to anyone who loves a member of  our 
Armed Forces �
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Food Items  

 
Individual Serving Sizes of: 

 

 Ramen Noodles 
Cheese (package) 

Tuna, Salmon, Chicken 
 (in the foil pouches or cracker kit) 

Bon-appetite meals 
 Coffee & Tea Singles 

 Gatorade mix/ Crystal Light 
Powdered Drink mixes 

 Easy Mac & Hamburger Helper Singles 
 Microwavable shelf-stable items  

(Beef-a-Roni, Spagetti-os) 
 Slim Jims-Beef Jerky- Pepperoni 

 Sunflower Seeds  
 Fruit Rollups/Fruit Snacks 

 Trail Mix/ Nuts 
 Chips (hard pack -- i.e. Pringles) 

 Fruit Cups; Peaches, Pears, Applesauce 
 Dried Fruit, i.e. Raisins  
 Granola/Energy bars 
 Microwave popcorn 

 Instant oatmeal  
Single serving puddings/Jell-O 

    
Entertainment Items:  

 

Music CD’s 
 Crossword / Puzzle Books (Small) 
 Playing Cards - Movies on DVD 

 Small electronic Games (i.e. Car Games) 
Batteries (AAA, AA) 

Writing tablets & pen or pencils 
Letters, cards and notes 

   
 �

�

Hygiene Items  
 

Small sizes of: 
 

Lotion 
Lip Balm 
Razors 

Eye Drops 
Deodorant 

Tooth Brushes / Tooth Paste / Dental Floss 
Mouth wash 

Q-Tips 
Kleenex (individual packs) 

Medicated foot powder (non aerosol)  
Hand warmers 

Wet-ones / disposable wipes 
Lotion soap / regular hand soap 

Shampoo & Conditioner 
 

And the most important of all  
 

St. Patrick’s Day Candy 
Easter Candy if possible 

Any kind of Candy, Candy, Candy 
Gum 

Swizzle’s 
Tootsie roll pops 

Cow Tails 
Life savers / mints 

 

Misc Items  
 

Shoelaces (27” leather round laces): 
Disposable cameras 

AT&T international phone cards 
Flip flops 
SOCKS 

 

�
�

 

�



�
�

�
�

�1��:���C��.2,DC��?��D��-�C��BC�:DC�D���
�

�
��	�������	�������

����
�������	
�������
��@4�02� ����	���
 �����
�
�E1
�:	
	
��!
� #��	
� �������� �	��	�
�:�
	�����	��
����
��
���
�
� ���������%��?���!
� #�������!����� ����������0��	 
����������������

-�	
�
 ��3	��

��
����
��
��
�-�	
�
 ��67%��1������ ���E!
� #;�
 	�������;���	��������������
	<� �� �
�!�� 	������� �!��	
��

0��	
������������%�
�

�	��	
���������!����#�
�������
	������ ����	�
����
 ������
������	 ������	������	
������� #�
���
�������
��	�� ������		����!	(���%�

?�����
	<� �������!��������
��	����!������	����
�
� ���
���
�� �	��� �
�	
���	
�%�

?��
#���	������	
��
�����
	���	����������
	������2� �
� �
�5���	
�
2�(����
���
�5��	
��"�67���������
� ������	�
���
�� ��	
���	
�

�	��������	�����!
� #��
	<� �%��
=�
��1��	������#���	����������������������
��
� ��� �F����	
���	
>�

�
2������������� 	���������	�������
� ������	�
������ ���	
���
��

 	���
��$����	��������
��G�����	
�� 	
�� ���
��	��� ���
�	��	��
�� 	�����������!�
�H�

�
2

�"���
	�"���
��"��	����
"�6��"�5	
�
�"�.������
� �+�
���

�
�

��������������� !�"� ���#���$��%&!�� ���'�
�
�
�



�
The December business session was called to order at 6:50 pm by President, Kimberly Piol.   
 

The opening prayer was recited by Chaplain Kim Hockney.  After the draping of the gold 
star in memory of those that gave the ultimate sacrifice and the lighting of the candle for 
the POW/Mia’s, a candle lighting ceremony was conducted for our 35 loved ones serving 
their country. This very touching moment was followed by the patriotic instructor leading 
the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

A motion was made and approved that the installation of three new members would be 
postponed until the January business meeting. 
 

Reports were presented as follows; 
 

·  Secretary report – approved as recorded for the November meeting 
·  Treasurer report – approved and filed for audit 
·  Sunshine report –Christmas cards and Christmas prayers were mailed to each of 

our 35 heroes 
·  Chaplain report – Snack items were delivered to the CVG rest area for our 

traveling military personnel.  Hopefully Chapter 5 can become involved with this 
project..  Kim will attempt to get Reverend Lee as our guest speaker for the January 
meeting. 

·  Several members reported that their sons and/or daughters had already received 
the goodie boxes that we mailed the first of December. 

 

It was approved to send a $50 donation to the Fort Thomas VA Hospital.  The check will be 
issued and given to our VAVS representative. 
 

It was approved to hold up on the selling of the patriotic dolls until July. 
 

The election for the 2008 slate of officers was held and each of the following was elected 
without opposition. 
 President – Kimberly Piol 
 1st Vice President – Carol Gries 
 2nd Vice President – Cindy Schmidt 
 Secretary – Lorene Friedman 
 Treasurer – Vicky Adams 
 

A major project of purchasing paver stones for our sons and daughters was discussed, 
voted on and approved by the membership.  A committee of seven, Anna, Carol, Chris, 
Kay, Lorene, Peggy and Wanda, plus the president as an ex-officio member, will submit a 
proposal for this project at the January business meeting.  The $500 donated by the 
American Legion Auxiliary from Latonia will be used as the kick off for this project. 
 

A post office box was rented for six months interval at the Florence Post Office for use by 
NKY Chapter 5 – BSMA. 
 

Seventeen Christmas cards were mailed to Miss Mary – a housekeeper for forty years at 
the Fisher House in Mississippi. 
 

The parting prayer was read by our Chaplain.  
 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Lorene Friedman 
Secretary of Records 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
It was quiet that day, the guns and the mortars, and land mines for some reason 
hadn't been heard.  
 

The young soldier knew it was Sunday, the holiest day of the week.  
 

As he was sitting there, he got out an old deck of cards and laid them out across his 
bunk. 
 

Just then an army sergeant came in and said, 'Why aren't you with the rest of the 
platoon?'  The soldier replied, 'I thought I would stay behind and spend some time 
with the Lord'  
 

The sergeant said, 'Looks to me like you're going to play cards.'  
The soldier said, 'No, sir. You see, since we are not allowed to have Bibles or other 
spiritual books in this country,  
I've decided to talk to the Lord by studying this deck of cards.' The sergeant asked 
in disbelief, “How will you do that?” 
 

'You see the Ace, Sergeant? It reminds me that there is only one God.  

The Two represents the two parts of the Bible, Old and New Testaments  
The Three represents the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.  
The Four stands for the Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  
The Five is for the five virgins, there were ten but only five of them were glorified. 
The Six is for the six days it took God to create the Heavens and Earth.  
The Seven is for the day God rested after making His Creation.  
The Eight is for the family of Noah and his wife, their three sons and their wives 
-- the eight people God spared from the flood that destroyed the Earth.   
The Nine is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed of leprosy.. He cleansed ten, but nine 
never thanked Him.  
The Ten represents the Ten Commandments that God handed down to Moses on 
tablets made of stone.  
 

The Jack is a reminder of Satan, one of God's first angels, but he got kicked out of 
heaven for his sly and wicked ways and is now the joker of eternal hell.  
The Queen stands for the Virgin Mary.  
 
 

 

A SOLDIER & HIS 
DECK OF CARDS 



The King stands for Jesus, for he is the King of all kings.  
 

When I count the dots on all the cards, I come up with 365 total, one for every day 
of the year.  
There are a total of 52 cards in a deck; each is a week - 52 weeks in a year.   
 

The four suits represent the four seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.  
Each suit has thirteen cards -- there are exactly thirteen weeks in a quarter.  
So when I want to talk to God and thank Him, I just pull out this old deck of cards 
and they remind me of all that I have to be thankful for.'  
The sergeant just stood there. After a minute, with tears in his eyes and pain in his 
heart, he said, 'Soldier, can I borrow that deck of cards?'  
 

Please let this be a reminder to take time to pray for all of our soldiers who are 
being sent away, putting their lives on the line fighting for our freedom. 
 

~Author Unknown~ 
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Happy January/February Birthdays 

  

The Goat  

December 22 to January 20 

Traditional-Capricorn Traits 

Practical and prudent 
Ambitious and disciplined 

Patient and careful 
Humorous and reserved 

The Water Carrier 

January 21 to February 19  

Traditional-Aquarian Traits 
Friendly and humanitarian 

Honest and loyal 
Original and inventive 

Independent and intellectual 

  
January 18th January 27th  

Zachary Schmidt Jonathan J. Piol 
Son of Cindy Schmidt Son of Kimberly Piol 

 

Happy Birthday to all  the Blue Star Members and Associate Members 
 

January 

Sandy Bolmer 

                                                        Colleen Gagliardi 
 
 
 
 



 
     

 
 

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. www.bluestarmothers.org 
 

To order a Blue Star Flag, www.serviceflags.com. 
 

Stars and Stripes www.stripes.com 
 

This is a film about all mothers who, throughout history, have had to send a son or daughter to 
war.    www.mychildthemovie.com.  
 

www.americasupportyou.mil 
 

www.anysoldier.com 

www.soldierangels.org 
 

www.karenkingsbury.com/soldiers 

www.rollingthunder1.com 
 

www.taps.org 

www.dogbarneyproductions.com 
 

www.stinalisa.com 
 

www.soldierwall.com 
 

www.goodsearch.com 

www.flatdaddies.com 
 

www.bluestarmoms.org – Lowest Airfare 
 

 www.prayercentral.net – Daily Prayer 
 

 
 

IF YOU HAPPEN TO RUN ACROSS A WEBSITE 
THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OUR 

CHAPTER…PLEASE SEND IT TO ME AND I WILL 
ADD IT TO THE LIST. 

 
Lorene Friedman 

lorenefriedman@insightbb.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links of Interest       



 

 
IN REMEMBRANCES AND RESPECT TO ALL OF 

 
                                          OUR VETERANS  
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“TO A GOLD STAR MOTHER”  
 
 

There’s a land where the birds are singing  
and the skies are always blue,  

On the other side of the rainbow  
where your soldier waits for you. 

 
Safe at last from the sins of mankind  

and ravages of war,  
on the other side of the rainbow  

is the son that you adore. 
 

In his eyes is the light of Heaven- 
on his face is the same loved smile-  

on the other side of the rainbow  
where he’ll greet you in a while. 

 

 


