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Well another year has come and gone for the BSM, there has been a lot of laughter, a lot of tears 
and many memories to share for years to come.  When you sit down with your families this 

Christmas say a prayer for the New Year that peace abound through out the world and that all 
service men and women come home soon!! 

 

 
 

A Soldier's Silent Night/Merry Christmas, My Friend   
Author: Marine Corporal James M. Schmidt 
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NOVEMBER  
 
 

November 7-8 
 

       Blue to Gold Presentation Sgt. Daniel Wallace  
 
 

 
 

Sgt. Daniel W. Wallace 

Hometown: Dry Ridge, Kentucky, U.S. 

Age: 27 years old 

Died: October 31, 2008 in Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Unit:  Army, 201st Engineer Battalion, Kentucky Army National Guard in Cynthiana, Ky. 

Incident:  Died Oct. 31 in Badin Kheyl, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when insurgents 
attacked his unit using small arms fire. 

 

Lorene Friedman and Paul Noel had there first Blue to Gold presentation in Williamstown, KY 
for Sgt. Daniel Wallace pictured above.  It was a very somber occasion of course but for all who 
attended the service that day it was a true honor to pay respects to the family of this fallen hero! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 9 
 
It was a cold and windy day as the BSM made their way to Veterans Ceremony in Williamstown 
for the Veterans Day’s flag placement.  Help came from far and wide, a special thanks to 
Kentucky Chapter 2 for making the long drive up to help with flag placement. There was coffee, 
hot chocolate and plenty of bad hair to go around.   
 
Many thanks to our very own BSM engineers, as you can see by the pictures below the 
placement of the American Flags turned out beautiful! 

 
 
 
 

 
 



                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
November 11: 
 
On Veteran’s Day 2008 the BSM has a very busy day!  First it was to New Haven Elementary 
School to help the children present the American Flag in honor of all American Veterans, then it 
was off to the class rooms to meet and great all the great children who work very hard on making 
cards and letter’s for our men and women in uniform.  President Kimberly Piol made it her 
special mission to speak to as many class rooms as time would allow.  The children were very 
receptive and some even spoke about their military families.  Thanks to the New Haven 
Elementary School for all the donations of candy for the troops and all the cards and letters.  
Each solider receive 15 cards in there boxes and tons of candy in the December shipment. 
 

 
 

 



 
Next it was on to the Veterans Cemetery in Williamstown KY for the Veteran’s Day service.  It 
was a great service and the BSM served coffee and cookies to all the brave folks who showed up 
to honor our Veteran’s.  Geoff Davis was the speaker of the day. 
 

 
 
 

http://veterans.ky.gov/cemeteries/kvcn.htm 
 

 
 
 
 
November 19 
 
The monthly BSM meeting took place.  Officers were elected and there are some new faces on 
the executive board.   
 
 
 



 
November 23: 
 

  Blue to Gold Presentation Sgt. William Patrick Rudd   
 
 

 

Hometown: Madisonville, Kentucky, U.S. 

Age: 27 years old 

Died: October 5, 2008 in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Unit:  Army, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Incident:  Died Oct. 5 of wounds suffered from enemy small arms fire while on a combat patrol 
in Mosul, Iraq. 

 “In Lorene’s words” 

Nine member of BSM NKY Chapter 5 attended the Gold Star presentation yesterday for the 
Mother of fallen warrior, Sgt.William 'Patrick' Rudd. 
 
I have difficulty in saying that an event this sad was beautiful but I don't know any other way to 
express that the ceremony was indeed heart breaking but beautiful.  After the ceremony was 
completed Pamela (the Mother, brought out many pictures of Patrick to share with us) and three 
of her closest friends came with her so we heard so many loving but funny story about Patrick 
and his military brothers. 
 
We left the ceremony praying that we never have to do another Blue to Gold presentation 
but also knowing that we had just had the privilege of touching the lives of four very nice Ladies 
from western KY. Thanks to Kimberly, Michael, Kathy N, Kay, Kathy D, Kathy K and Jennie 
for accompanying myself and Paul on this very sad but necessary mission. 

 

 



 
 

 
Update: Sgt Kurtis Dellicker  
 
Sgt. Dellicker is doing great and was even strong enough to make the trip home to be with his 
family for Thanksgiving!   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



DECEMBER 
 

December 2 
 
The annual Florence tree lighting ceremony took place.  Although it was cold the BSM handed 
out tons of candy and cookies, there were 175 notes to the troops all signed by local children and 
a great time was had by all! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
December 17 

Don’t forget out final meeting of 2008.  Hope to see you all there!!



 

 
 
 

 
 

BSM Rose Welker’s granddaughter - 
Delaney 3 years old 

Christmas 2008 
 

 
 

BSM Vicky Adams and her great grand son - 
Truitt, one year old 

December 2008 

. 



 

BSM Polly McNally and grand daughter A.J.  
Christmas 2008 
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On Saturday December 13, 2008 the BSM took part in Wreaths Across America at the Fort 
Thomas Veterans Hospital.  It was a beautiful ceremony and there was plenty of pride to go 
around for all the veterans who attended.  A wreath was placed for each branch of the Military 
and a dedication was done for the Gold Star Families who came from as far as Southern 
Kentucky and Cincinnati. Also in attendance was a veteran from Pearl Harbor, he is 91 years 
young. Even Santa Claus (aka Rambo) and friends made a special appearance just for this event.  
We knew all along that Santa was a soldier! 
 
After the outside ceremony was over the crowd went inside to partake in some hot coffee and 
cake while Lorene, Kay, Faith and Danial handed out special packages of reindeer poop from the 
BSM.  A special gift of a Wii was presented to the VA for the rehabilitation center along with 
socks, gloves and other items to help the veterans keep warm this winter.  All in All it was a 
great day and a great event.  Afterward some BSM members had the privilege of having dinner 
with a great American Hero Master Sergeant Kempke.  He was gracious enough to share stories 
of his time serving in Iraq. Thank you for your service Master Sergeant Kempke.  We hope to 
have him and his wife come to one of our meetings to share their love of country with all of us.  
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I Am a Blue Star Mother 
 

I am the mother of a United States Service Member. 

My child gave me this title. 

I will give him a heart full of wonder at his accomplishments and a 

voice that praises his desire to serve. 

I will place my faith in his military training and in God’s 

protection. I will give him the prayers that will follow him where I 

cannot. I will be strong when I want to cry and brave when I want 

to cower. He will know that I am behind him every step of the way. 

Because I bear the title of ……….. 

Mother of a United States of America Service Member. 

 

 
 
 


